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AIDS Partnership Michigan:
 30 years in the fight against HIV/AIDS 

AIDS Partnership Michigan is celebrating 30 years in the fight against HIV/AIDS with a new campaign, a new CEO, and an innovative fundraising event.

On October 19th, 2013, attendees at Lift Off 2013 will celebrate AIDS Partnership Michigan’s 30 years of service in the Metro Detroit area. From 6pm to 10pm at Amnesia Lounge atop Motor City Casino, attendees will be treated to a strolling dinner, auction, music, and a live fashion show by Paper Doll Designer, Matthew Richmond (www.thepaperdresscode.com) who has been featured in ItalianVogue.com, StyleLine Magazine, HOUR Magazine, and numerous local and national news outlets. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew Richmond sums up his work with the following statement: “My dresses are rubbish and I love it. Taking everyday objects, from your house, the streets or recycle center and creating something you may have never imagined.”

Tickets for the event are $130 a person and can be purchased at www.aidspartnership.org. 

Since the beginning of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in this country, AIDS Partnership Michigan has been at the forefront of groundbreaking programming to meet the needs of people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. Lift Off 2013 is a celebration of 30 years of service and a reminder that HIV/AIDS is not an epidemic of the past, but a reality for thousands of people in the state of Michigan. AIDS Partnership Michigan was there in the beginning and AIDS Partnership Michigan will be there in the end. 

“This event is 30 years of celebration for friends, volunteers, staff, donors, board members, community, and those gone but not forgotten,” states Bill VanHemert, CEO at AIDS Partnership Michigan. “Lift Off 2013 is the platform for our future. As the new CEO, I have a vision for APM, a passion ignited during the early years of my career, and a commitment to everyone that experiences APM.”

According to the Michigan Department of Community of Health, as of January 2012, there are an estimated 19,300 people living with HIV in the state of Michigan, the majority of people living in Detroit. 
